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~The Prompter. 
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To be Continued TurEspays and FRIDAYS, 





Is it not monftrous, that this PLAYER, bere, 


Shou'd force bis Soul, fo, to bis own CONCEIT? 


Hamlet. 





TUESDAY, NOVEMBER Ig. 1734. 





Psy of the Grub-ftreet Fournal, was 
ThE ® pleas'd, the Week before laft, to 
Vertis declare open War againft Mr. 
2, Somebody, yet, having an Aver- 
Zz ‘ion to unreafonable Hazards, 
Aes oppos’d Nobody againft Him : At 
” leait, He fuppos’d, He had taken 
this Caution; — But I had no fooner examin’d the 
Word, thro’ one of my Hijtriofcopical Per {pedtives, 
(a hard Name, for an old Pair of Spectacles, which 
were prefented to one of my Anceftors, by a 
Maiden Sifter of King Pepiz} than I difcover’d this 
Exotick Diflylable to have been, wittingly, tranj- 
pos'd, by a Perfon, who has, long, been eminent 
fot His Kzack of Drawing, with the 





| And, that Owtis was but the Mifunion of an 


honeft Pair of Englifh Monofyllables, propofteroufly 
married: and ought to have been written, Is-Ouxt. 
But, this Conceit had a deep, cenigmatical, 


' Tendency ; alluding, with a covert Ingenuity, to 


more than one Signification, whereby the Author’s 
right Name might be decypher'd ; as, firft, that He 


Cart foremoft : 


és out Of a Company, to which He has, long, been . 


an Honour; 2dly, that He és out of his Element, 
when He pretends to Poetry, Critici{(m, or Gram- 
matical Conftruction ; and 3dly, that He és owt (fur- 
prizingly Ot !) in the Opinion, He has conceiv’d, 
of his own Dramatick Abilities. 

Ir being thus manifeft, that Mr. Outis is-out, 
in his Part, It is directly within the Point of my 
Purpofe, to prompt Him; and I defign to do it in 
this Paper. 

Fre, Fre, Mr. Ouzis! how outdoingly was Your 
Purpole outdoe, when you declared it an Abfur- 
dity, in Mr. Somebody, to fay, that his Obfervations, 
tho’ invidious, were juff! — You fhou’d not have 
underitood, Invidious, as fignifying Malice, in Him- 
self ; bur, as relative to the Malice of others : A 
Malice, which his Cenfure, however juft, has 4l- 
ready drawn upon Him, for Example, from «e 
good Friend of Mr. Cibber’s — from Mr. Oxtis, 
in particular. ! 

THEN, what an Old-fafhion’d Miftake hive 
you made, by with-holding Your Ear from the 
Prompter, while you pronounce’d, this deareft Friend 
of Yours, the Minton of Every Perfon of Tate. 
{am quite afham’d of You, Mr. Owzis ; The 


Word, in Your Part, was DARLING: What 
Man of Thefe Days, fpeaking of Mr. Crbber, or 
Vefpafian, woud call them the M1IN10Ns of 
Mankind! —- Yet, pray take Notice, Mr. Ouwtis! 
Has there happen’d, in any former Time, to be 
fome unqualified Minifter of State, belov’d by No 
Man, alive, but His Sovereign? — Here, Hiftory 
fays, wot, that He was the DARLING, — He 
was the Min1oNn, of his Matter. 

AGAIN, You are out of your Part; where you 
celebrate two, Tall, Players, becaufe They are well 
made, and ‘full mouthed, and never fail to touch the 
Paffions, in the moft Pathetick Manner ; whereas, 
the moft remarkable Good Quality, that They have 
the Honour to be efteem’d for, by the Ladies, and 
Gentlemen of Fa/biox, is, that they have fo decent 
a Regard for the Eafe, and Compofure, of an Au- 
dience, that they never attempt to touch them, in 
any Manner, at all, 

Ye T, let me be underftood, with Reftriction, 
for I ought to have excepted INDIGNATION; 
fince that, [ think, is Oxe, of the Paffions, and 
They have, fometimes, the Happinefs to move it, 
to the utmoft Degree of Perfection. Let me not, 
however, deny, that there is a Natural Power, in 
Thofe Two Actors, were it not over/aid, by their 
Heavinefs: I wifh them Both very well, Mr, 
Oxtis, and you fhall have their wrowg and their 
Right Sides, hereafter. 

You are angry, not without Reafon, thatfome 
poor, arrogant, hungry, Critick, who is fore’d to 
dine upon his Wit, and therefore, has a Belly, as 
empty as his Head, thou’d prefume to lay open the 
Faults of one, who drinks Sack from his Majejéy’s 
Cellar ; nay, and who, I am affur’d, has hardly 
wanted a Dinner thefe Twenty Years: I impute to 
this Juftice of Your Rage, that you feem a lirtle 
partial in Your Severity, when you allow the Cen- 
{ures to be very juft, againft Mr. Quin, and yet, 
not, at all, fo, upon Mr. Cibber. —- Now, there 
is one, little, Difference between them 5; —- Mr. 
Quin mutt be confefs'd to be, fometimes, wrong, in 


his Tragick Characters ; Mr. Cibber, to be, always, 


fo: — But, to leave it evident, that I can truft 
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our Underftanding, Mr. Outis, even, againtt 
Partialities, I will make bold to exams thas Poti 
tion, fo extraordinary for its Modefty, and its 
Smartnefs 5 that your Favourite Actor, laft nam’d, 
: performs 





performs INIMITABLY WELL, Every Part, which 
He takes upon Him ! 

To be as ferious, as the Subje& will let me, 
the Vanity of This Great Friend of Mr. Oxtis, is, 
fo furprizingly, apt to break Bounds, that it will 
be an Excufe for fome Freedom, I muft take, in 


* reducing his Claim to the Real Standard of his 


Merit. — And the Influence of the Stage is of 
fuch Importance to the State, that it may be con- 
fider’d, as a Publick Service, to remove all Pre- 
judices, concerning it. 

Mr. Cibber mutt be allowd to have a Great 
Deal of Merit, ix his Way: But it will be necef- 
fary to diftinguifh, what way That is; — And the 
Anfwer is not difficult : — Nature Herfelf /imits 
Parts, to a Player, by the Voice; the Figure, and 
Conception. 

I n Every One of thefe Three, fhe meant Mr. 
Cibber for a COMEDIAN. It is not poflible to 
look at Him, without acknowledging this remark- 
able Talent ; and confelfling, — He was born to be 
laugh’d at. } 
* So ftrong is this Characteriftical Impreffion, up- 
on Every Thing, which He does, or fays, that it 
is not in his own Power to diveft Himlelf of the 
Diftinction ; A Man muft be prejudic’d, beyond 
Pardon, who is not charm’d with his exquifire Pro- 
priety of Affectation, whether He fqueaks, bows, 
ogles, dreffes, laughs, or any other way exerts the 

coxcomb, in Sir Courtly and Lord Foppington : 
But, when we obferve, in the rugged Sy PHAX, 
too, the fame debilitated Perverfions of Gefture, 
— When the dreadfully collected Calmnefs of 
Cruelty, the apprehenfive Tyrannic Sagacity, which 
fhou’d be vifible in Richard the Third, is fo une- 
qually reprefented, by the fame unfeafonable Gri- 
maces, the fame Low, Mincing, Curtails of Mag- 
nanimity: — When, inftead of Forecaft, and dif- 
turb’d Reflection, we fee a Succeffion of Comic 
Shruggings ; and, in Place of Menaces, and Ma- 
jeftic Tranfports, the diftorted Heavings of an uz- 
jointed Caterpillar ; what Lefs can be concluded, 
by the moft Partial of his Rational Friends, but, 


_ that Per/ozal Foibles, and abfurd Ideas, are defirable 
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Bleffings, to a Comic Actor ; and, that we often 
miftake, for the Excellence of a Player’s Fudgment, 
what is, in Truth, but the Imperfection of his 
Nature ? 

I fF the Underftanding of our Playhoufe Ma- 
magers were but at Leifure, to take in This Re- 
flection, and confider it, in its proper Extent, in 
Order to make Ufe of the Hint, for their Benefit, 
The fniveling, whining, Tone of one, or Two, of 
their Chick-Heroes, might remove our ufelefs Com- 
paifion, from Themfelves, to their Parts; for.they 
woud be caft into fuch only, where it is no Mean- 
ne(s,; to look /amentably: — And the furly; fullen, 
Gloominefs of fome, whom Nature has difqua- 
lified for Texderne/s, muft be made Eminent, to its 
Honour, and Advantage, under Characters as cloudy 
as their Countenances. 

Ir is a Prodigy to fee an Actor, General, Pla- 
tick, and un/pecificate ; and, tho’ Mr. Cibber can be 
beautifully ridiculous, in the penfive Infipidity, the 
circumftantiated, ap Dullnefs, of a ® Rice 
Shallow, — the beitial, dry, drunken, cowardly, 
Stupidity, of a Sir John Brute , — or the empty, 
unanimated, Briskue/s, of a Fop, a Fool, or a 
Courtier; — Yet, unlefs He has borrow’d his 
Conceiteduefs, from the Characters, He was form’d 


— 


to fhine in, He will be a/amu’d to fuppofe Himul 
qualified, for fuftaining the dignified Intlexibility 
a Cato, — the rapid, and ungovernable Impety} 
fity of a Hotfpur, — the wavering, genteel, Pp, 
plexity, of an amorous Mark Axtony, — or te” 
fanguinary, and difdainful, Subtleties, which, eva! 
His Richard tke Third thou'd be mark’d by. } 
So that, I intreat you, Mr. Outis, (tho’ yJ 
know, how zearly You are concern’d, in the Fant 
of this admir’d Adfor) give us up That unaccoun, 
able Affertion, that He performs Every Pari 
inimitably. : 
In Oze Part, however, I muf allow it an Ih 
juttice, mot to confefs Him Inimitable: — Hy 
New YEAR’s ODEs will, for ever, be match 
lefs'! and, tho’ No body delights, more, than I do, 
in the Repetition of His Majefty’s Praifes, It is im. 
poffible for the moft Loyal of His Subjects, not t 
be defirous, that much Le/s fhould be indulg’d us 
by This Great Poet of the Hou/bold, upon thott 
anniverfary Occafions — So furprizingly does thy 
Laureat’s Genius confels the Sack, and the Salary) 
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I wILL, freely, and impartially, clofe this Paper, 
with an honeft CHARACTER of Your Friend, Mr 
Cibser : — It may, hereafter, be a welcome, and 
curious Piece of Antiquity, when the People of the 
prefent Age {hall become Axceftors, and no fuch 
Living 'Teftimony, as Yours, Mr. Oxtis, can be paid 
to the Diftinction of his Qualities. | 


M er. Cibber was a Ludicrous, and Reprefenta-" 
tory Perfonage, who, tho’ He is faid to have ex 
Works, fometime extant, in his Name, feems® 
to have been memorable for Nothing, but His | 
PLayinc. — As to his Perfov, His Shape was 


finely proportion’d, yet, not Graceful ; Eafy, but | 


not ftriking: — Tho’ it was reported, by his Ene- 4 


mies, that He wanted a Soul, yet, it was vifible © 
enough, that He had One, becaufe He carried it, 


in his Countenance : For His Features were uar-— 
rowly Earueftf, and attentively Tafignificant — 


There was a peeping Pertnefs in his Eye, which 
wou'd have been Spirit, had his Heart been warm’d 


with Humanity, or his Brain been ftor’d with Ideas. — 


In his Face, was a contracted Kind of paffive, yet 
protruded, Sharpnefs, like a Pig, half roafted: — 
And a Voice, not unlike dis owz, might have been 
borrow’d from the fame fuffering Animal, while 
in a Condition, a little lefs defperate. — With all 
thefe Comic Accomplifhments of Perfon, He had 
an Air, and a Mind, which compleated the rifible 
Talent; infomuch that, when He reprefented a 
ridiculdus’ Humour, He had a Mouth, in Every 


Nerve, and became Eloquent, without fpeaking. 


His Attitudes were pointed and exquifite, and His 
Expreffion was ftronger, than Painting : He was 
beautifully 2b/orb’d by the Character, and demanded, 
and monopoliz’d, @atention : His very Extravagan- 
cies were colour’d with Propriety; and Affectation 
fat fo eafy about Him, that It was in danger of 
appearing Amiable: It had been in Nobody’s 
Power, ‘but his ow, to demonftrate Him incapable 
of fome Parts, He ought never to have appear’d in: 
~~ But, while He forgot his ow Limits, He tref 

afs'd, in the Enclofures of others ; and, carrying 

it Fools Coat into the Council Chamber, made it 
obferv’d, there, to his Difadvantage, that He was 
unike the Reft of the Company; and had miftakez 
the Place, He was dre/s’d for. 
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